
SURFACE WATER 

Wat er Supply and Sanitary Sewage Di sposal 

The streams within the Sanford Planning Area are small, both in terms of physical 
dimensions and v o lumes . Th e sig nifi cance of this in terms of pl anning for urban 
d evelo pment is immediately realized when water supply and sanitary sew age disposal 
charac teri st i cs are exam in e d . 

Alth ough no major streams flow through the Sanford Planning Area, it is within four miles 
of Deep River to the north and seven miles of the Cape F ear River to the northeast. The 
proxim it y of these two streams and the abundance of water which should be made available 
by water r esou r ces development projects planned for the Cape Fear Basin indicate an 
abundant sup pl y of water for Sanford's future development both in terms of water supply 
an d was te di s p osa l requirements. 

Curr en tl y , mos t of t he water supply for the Sanford Area comes from 
Cr eek, and Barn es Branch which empty into a reservoir n ear the upper 
the Li c k Creek Dr a in age Basin; however, the supply of these streams 
s uppl emented durin g r ecent years by water pumped from the Cape F ear 

Letty Creek, Miry 
(southern) en d o f 
has been increasingly 
River. 

Sanit a r y sewage e fflu en t from Sanford's two treatment plants, Spring Lane and Jonesboro , 
is now r elease d into Big Buffalo and Gaster's Creeks, respectively; howeve r, during 
periods o f low s tr eam flow, the volumes of water in these streams are no t adequate f o r 
proper waste diluti on . Th e undesirable stream pollution created will become increasingly 
worse as the population of t he Sanford Area increases . It is likely t hat a satisfacto r y 
solution to sanitary sewage disposal problems in the area will require that treated 
sewage be released on l y in the Deep or Cape F ear Rivers where water volumes are adequa t e 
for proper dilution . 

- 7 -


